
= 1S_outhern Lights' Play Unearthly Tricks-· 

Red CloudS Startle 
:0: AIIOda._. Pn• . 
� Wu&hlrn»n and u&ronomltl hAd 
... caniUc.'liftl aplanltionlfor tbt cloud­

� Ulra red &low that lit up &hi ewntftl 
"i sky from Calllomia to Louiliaal. bul 
< thiN wu one thinlthly .. ,. lar-d 

.. on: lt wun't thiiPiotlhultle arllk­
>- lftiiU'OUild tbt Earth. f Sk)'pall'l whole calli f1aoded po­
.Q Uce a&atlonl and radlo I&Ationl r. 
Ji purtld •i111 tbt diiPlay ot red Ulhta 

:- Sunday nlpt ICJ'OII YUt IIC."Uonl t'll � thl Wnt, Mlciwtlt and South from 
� Calllomll to Tenna•• and from 
L. South· 0UDta to l.4uili1M. � 111t got 10 brtpt heN thal you 
t- could drtV@ your car wtthcd the 
� �adltghta on. lt'� \.lftaJ," •id 'Mm 0 CUrtla. 17, of SWllvan, Mo. "We 
u thouaht lt wu a pa or the Slcond 
m: Comlnl of Chrtlt or tbt 11*1 lhutUe 
z' c:ruhinc.-" 
;::. The 8plc:e lhuctle Columta wu 
w launthed from cape Canaveral ln 

· � Ftortdl early Sunday and wu ortXt· 
:J lna �rth when tht Ucttte -� :! sllhted. but experta dlacountc!d tht 
"' poMtbUlty that the lhutUe rnlgbt have 

· 2 ea� the slow . 
Natlunfll Weather Strvlct 

rnoteorolollata ln St. Louia and Dr. 
Amold M. Het•r, an aetronomer ln 
Nuhvillt, Tltnn., dlapottd the ruh 
ln thl uy u mr1hem lllhta U.t Wft'e 
vlllble extraordlnarUy far lOUth. 

Northern lllhta, or •urora 

borNI11, are rarely •n lOUth ol tho 
Qwadlan border, Jna&aorololi"' uy. 

.. lt'a a Uttla unuauaJ to haw them 
this far down here, but wt'N ln a 
period ol very hlgh�nergy uwpot�," 
Dr. Het.r tatd. Northlm l1cn\l are 
cau.ed by tbt lm.ractton of J)lrt1c:lea 
trom the aun and Lhl Elrth'e rnqnet• 
le: field . 

Waiter Hlstrt. an otnd.IJ at the 
Arkai\IU Office of Emtl'llftCY S.r· 
vlC'Ia, laid the lllhts may have been 
� lOUth by dUll and hue ln the 
&Jr. 

But A meteorologtat ln Wuhingtnn 
had a different explan�tlon. 

Col. Davt Torahl a, atalf 
rneteoroloiilt at McChord Air Fol'\.oe 
Ba• near Tacoma, Wuh., lAid the 
Ulhtl wettn't aurora borealia be­
ea� aurora botHlla doeln't trawl 
eut to west u the Uahtl did Sunday 
ntaht. 

· He uld lt wu likely the &low wu 
an o�cal Uluaton called a ·•noc:ttlu­
eent' cloud fonnation created by the 
!lUll n!fiectlng otf '-'OlftNC dUll at an 
alutiJde of a:�.ooo feet. H• aa!d the 
lllUiiOI) mova from eat to we�tt 
blcau.t lt fulloW& the �ttlnc IUft, 

John Northrtp, a phyllct proltlmt 
at Southwe�t MJuourt State Unh-er· 
atty ln Sprtnafiel�. Mo., Wo lAid hi 

SkygCzerS' 
' baUevtd the � ol tht lllh& wu 1 

noc:ulucent clo�. A nneWueam cJo\ld 
11 a lunu� cJOUd vta!i* at ftilbt. 
apectally tn polar repm.. 

Whatev.r the IOW'CI, thl U&ht 
dllplay d!lllh&td f'UWinp. 

euru. Mid he wu at a cburdl 
pthtnn� With •veral othlr J)IOPie 1ft 
hit hometown whtn thlllahta bllln· 

''WMn lt ltArted out, it WU I lq 
red na� ln the tilt aotna lUPIN .. , 
l1nc1 t rom there lt ltarted to llft&d 
and cet b1atr and bluer," CurUa 
Wd. 

Judy Smtth, a communtsdanl 
operator at a Rlvel"lide County, 
Calli., lihen!f'g subltacton. laid. "Wt 
had �mt pe-ople who thoulftt the tnd 
W&l �ar or ttw Martlana wer. oom­
tna." 
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LVorthern Lights -r�� 

reportedly viewed 

in rare southern visit 
By M:\RK WlNIARSKI 
Post �porter 

The·Northern Lights- the Aurora Borealls- appar- · 

em ly made a rare southern visit Sunday evening, with a 
red glow in the sky delighting and mystifying area resi· 
dents and Texans from Fort Worth to Fort Davis. 

The Montgomery County sheriff's office received 

abt>ut a dozen calls from Conroe-area residents concern­

ing a glow about 10 p.m., according to a di.�patcher. 
Th� Jeparrment notified a local tire department. 

f�aring a forest fire. the dispatcher said. 
Tom Perry, 26, the dispatcher and jailer for the 

Grtmes County Sheriff's Department in Anderson. said 

he has Jived in the area all his life and it is the first 
time he has seen such a thir:tg. Perry said the lights 

looked "lik� a big red cloud with three or four beams ot 
light going dov.n to the ground.'' 

"Almost all our officers saw it and we received. 

several telephone calls about it ," he said. 
In West Texaa, a University of Chicago astronomer 

ob6erved a "quite bright" display rrom the McDonald· 
Observatory at Fort Davis. 

Lewis Hobbs, who said he had seen the Northern 
Lights hundreds of times in Wisconsin, said this was his 

first Texas display in 14 years of visiting. 

The lights are generally seen in the extreme nortbem 
or southern latitudes, he said. . 

Hobbs explained that the red lights are caused by 
charged particles, emitted by the sun, hitting oxygen­
atoms. 

The sun�harged particles get trapped In the Earth's 
magnetic ftekl, he said. They circulate in the Held and 
when the field gets overcharged, the chargea bit the· 
oxygen atoms. The excited oxygen emits a reddish, 
shimmering glow. 

Tbe National Weather Service said the glow wu re­
ported by startled residents in Oregon, Callfomia, eMt­
ern Kansas. Missouri, IDinois, and from T� to 
Nebraska. 1bere were also sightings in New Mnlco. 
Oklahoma and as far south and east as Louisiana and 
Florida. 


